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Summary: Pavlovian Terminology
Classical conditioning is a learning process that takes place unconsciously. Classical conditioning involves an automatic conditioned response which is paired with a particular stimulus. It is the automatic conditioned response and the specific stimulus that leads to the creation of behavior. An example of classical conditioning is that introduced by Ivan Pavlov involving dogs. In the experiment involving the dogs, he found out that over time the dogs started to salivate whenever they heard a bell ring.
Terms used:
Unconditioned stimulus. It refers to the thing that activates an automatic response. For instance, in Pavlov’s dog experiment food is the unconditioned stimulus.
Unconditioned response. Refers to the response that occurs naturally when the dogs or any other thing that is under experiment experiences the unconditioned stimulus.
Conditioned stimulus. Refers to the neutral stimulus as it kicks-off evoking the same response when one is presented with a certain thing over and over. For instance, for the case of the Pavlov’s dog experiment, the bell is the conditioned stimulus.
Conditioned response. Refers to the acquired response to the conditioned stimulus. For instance, the dogs salivated in the experiment whenever they heard the bell ring.
Extinction. This term is used to mean that whenever a person starts to present the conditioned stimulus over and over but this round without the unconditioned stimulus the learned behavior will fade away. For example, over time the dogs would have to unlearn their conditioning that the bell means it is time for food. 
Generalization. Refers to the point where one starts to generalize similar things and responding the same way. For example, for the case of the dogs, they could start salivating when they heard sounds that were similar to bells.
Discrimination. Discrimination is the opposite of generalization. It refers to the ability to tell the difference between something similar but not identical.  
